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2 AS ERM ON at the Funeral 


{Fore his death, he ſpoke to me Upon this H: 


« My dear brother, ſaid = ( for that was the 
manner of the good man, always warm and 
pathetic) © I have nothing to boaſt of, far be 
« it from me; but, I bleſs my God, 'be has 


« through his grace enabled tne; in a meaſure, 


A 


to be faithful. And I look on it as a ſingu- 

te lar mercy, that I have not to charge myſelf 
cc with a fingle inſtance, in which I have been 
left to baulk my confeience. as to any one 
truth of the goſpel, or ordinance of Chriſt, | 
cout of fear, or in favour of wi man.” 


* -GLoRIous ate?) To have i in "the view of 
eternity the teſtimony of a good conference,” that 
in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, he had his con- 
werſation in this world; and at the ſame time 
to ſee his obligations to a 157 hand, and 
thankfully to acknowledge, that by the ono 
of God he was what he was. 


1 0 \\ 


Ir we attend to the connection of the words, 


we muſt look back to_the beginning of the 


chapter, where the apoſtle folemnly * 
Timothy, his beloved fon in the faith, as 
would anſwer it to God, and the Lord Yiu | 
Chrift, who ſhall ju e the quick and the deai p | 

bis appearing, and bis kingdom that he took 


care to fulfil his miniſtry, to preach the word, 


be inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon ; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort, with all long. 0 2 and di- 


Ein. 


of George Braithwaite, 4 M. 3 


AND this the rather, as the time was at 
hand when the enemy would ſow bis tarts, 
and men of corrupt minds grow weary of jound. 
doctrine, and heap to themſelves, after their own, 
luſts, teachers, having itching ears, turning a- 

' way ther ears nn the truth, and turning unto 
2 | | 8 1 


Here we may obſerve, by the way, that 
the chief ſpring of the oppoſition which is made 
to the goſpel: is the %s of men. It is too 
humbling, or too holy for them to ſubmit to. 
Nor are we to wonder, that teachers who ſonth 
the pride, and palliate the vices of human na- 
ture, have their followers and admirers. Bat, 
alas! the end is deluſion and deſtruction; they 
turn into fables.— But, ſays the apoſtle to Timo- 
thy, Watch thou in all things; keep an eye, as 
— Lord ſhall help thee, on thy heart; the 
— ot and ends of thy conduct, the man- 
thy behaviour. Narrowly watch, leſt the 
— gain an advantage. Endure afflictions; 
look for them, if thou art faithful, expect re- 
proach and perſecution; and remember, thou 
art not to flinch becauſe of oppoſition or dan- 
ger. Male full proof of, or fulfil thy miniſtry. 
Let no part lie neglected; do nothing in a care- 
leſs, negligent manner; be fervent in ppirit, 
fruing the Lord; and labour to r 
thyſelf to God, and the conſciences of Wen. 


Ax that this * might bow = 1 
weight, and make the 1 impreſſion on 
. B 2 Timothy, 
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Timothy, who doubtleſs: low'd the apoſtle as his 
father and inſtructor; he chuſes to ſpeak to him 
as a dying man; for, ſays he, I am now ready to 
be fer d, and the. time of my departure is at hand. 


A I 
| Tu is was to be the laſt admonition ; after 
; this Timothy would have no opportunity to con- 
ſult or adviſe with him any more. A very af- 
fecting conſideration! eſpecially: to thoſe who 
know the mercy of. godly, wiſe, affectionate 
relations or friends, Who would not hear them 
at any time? But what ſort. of attention is 
to-their dying language? 2 9b 204 


TH E apoſtle was now looking into eternity: 
poſſibly he might be aſſured by a ſpecial revela- 
tion, as well as from his age and impriſonment, 
that the time of bis departure was at band. 
Whatever was the ſpring of his: apprehenſion,” 
he ſpeaks of it with the utmoſt calmneſs and 
compoſure of mind, I am nom ready to be g. 
fer d. He had no reluctance, but the higheft 
ſatisfaction, in the proſpect of his approaching 
diſſolution; and whilſt he had every thing 
which was terrible to expect, from the known 
cruelty of a bloody ; he well knew that 

he could only kill the body; that he could not 
reſtratn comfort from his ſoul in death, nor 
deprive him of a crown of righteouſneſs after it. 
Þ He had before been “ in a ftrait, deſiring to dł. 
7 part, and be with Chriſt. And now the happy 
moment is approaching, he lifts up his head 


* Phil, i. @3+-+ 


of George Braithwaite, A. MH. 5 
with joy; and the rather, as he was to be of 
fer d * upon the facrifice and ſervice of the faith 
of the Church ; and thus Chriſt would be mag- 
nifed by bis death, W CE EINER ] 


AnD as his Lord and Maſter, in the 
view Þ of tbe joy which was ſet before: him, en- 
dured the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame ; the apoſtle 
was enabled to look within the veil,” and aw 
the bright immortal crown laid up for, and: 
ready S be beſtow'd upon him. And of this 
he ſpeaks in terms of full aſſurance: "Henteforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of Sigh ge 
I ſee it, I know it is mine; God is faithful; it 
is dn0.10: the —— —⅜. 
and ſtands connected by gracious engagements 
with evangelical integrity. And leſt any ſhould 
pted to think this was contin'd/ to apoſtles, 
cumfeſſors, or martyrs, he adds; Not to 
me only, but unto — them alſo who hove his ap- 
fraring; that is, to every good. man in the 
world, every believer and lover of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who can think of his ap- 
pearing with pleaſure, long for it as a molt de- 
ſirable bleſſing, and is looking out after it witly _ 
his loins girt, and his mp Burning. _ 


Tn E words thus explain'd may be conſider 
as ap to ſaints in or to miniſters 
of the goſpel in particular. They are all fer- 
vants of our Lord jeſus Chriſt, engaged in one 
1 have n enemies for 


the 


. Phil. i ü. 17. 7 Heb. 2. 2. 


1 


A SxzRMON at the Funeral 


the moſt part to contend with, and ſhall tri- 
umph together in a crown of righteouſneſs. 
But, as 1 apprehend, the apoſtle is here ſpeak- 
ing rather in the character of a miniſter, than 
of a private chriſtian ; I ſhall chiefly trace him 
in that view, after J have offer d a few thoughts 
as to the more general application of it. 


6 


Ir ve then conſider the words in their refe- 
rence to believers in common, we may obſerve, 


I. A metaphorical deſcription of the chri- 
ſtian life. It is compared to a warfare, and a 
race: I have fought the good fight, I have fintſh- 
ed my-courſe, or come to the end of my race. 


Every Child of God whilſt in this world is 
in a ſtate of ſervice and conflict, he has much 
work to do and many enemies to oppoſe. It 
muſt be granted that the cauſe he is engaged in 
is truly honourable, he ſerves under the moſt. 
wiſe, powerful, compaſſionate, and glorious 
commander, has armour compleat and of proof 
provided for him; ſtands inſured of cloathing, 
proviſion, inſtruction, + encouragement, and 
protection; yea, what is peculiar to this warfare, 
in the end he ſhall be * 4 congueror, and more 
than ſo, through him that loves him, But this 
by no means exempts, but rather obliges him. 
to endure hardſhip as a good ſoldier ; he will 
be often called to ſtrive even unto agony, as 
the word in our text ſignifies, when oppoſing 

bs 


”*- Rom. vill. 37. 


of George Braithwaite, A. M, 7 
his on corru the ſnares of the world 
and the temptations af the devil. He will 
find no time for idleneſs or ſleep, - muſt never 
be off his watch; his enemies are many, pow- 
erful, malicious and vigilant; he muſt be ſtrong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his might; 
never without the fword of the, fpirit. and the 
ſhield - of faith, fighting. valiantly the Lord's 
battles, till he receives his diſcharge. He may 
depend on the care of a faithful God. who will 
keep. him by his mighty power, | through Jaith, 
unto ſalvation; but the hand which cannot de- 
ſtroy may grievoully.wound him, and as a A 
ſtiſement of preſumption or careleſsneſs, he 
may carry the ſcars of the wounds received from 
his enemy, with diſtreſs and diſhonour, to 
td gears; ; bit vob od 2 TI I 

Tux other bringh af the 8 Jeleri- 
ption is that of a race or-courſe, a ſervice which 
calls for ſtrength, agility, 2 and con- 
ſtancy. The preparation for the chriſtian race 
is the renewing grace of God; till this is re- 
ceived, we have no ſpiritual knowledge of it; 
no inclination to it, or ability to take a ſingle 
ſtep in it; the rules of running are. laid down 
in the word of God: - The life wwe are to live in 


F the faith 'of bis Son; and from a 
grateful ſenſe of our obligations to forgiving 


love, we are to run in the path of his command- 
ments, that is, faithfully and chearſully diſ- 
charge wy Gaty ; and * * 4 2 continu- 

| A auce 


| © hems. 7, 


1 
| 
| 
| 
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the habit or exerciſe of it; for though theſe 


8 A $urmMoON a the Fuvierad 


ence in well 'doing, fel for glory, immortality, 
and eternal life. In this race there is no root 
for loitering or indolence ; when we enter up- 
on it, we are not ſo much as to h bh; 
with all eagerneſs, * forgetting the things aubicb. 
are behind, and reachin Skirt unto thoſe things 
which are before, to preſs fmwards the mark 
the prize of the high 2 of God in ri Je. 
firs our Lord, And if we wiſh to ſpeed in the 


chriſtian courſe, we muſt be daily earneſt with 


God for graces to enable us to + / aftde 

weight, and the fins which do arr 
that we may have nothing to retard our mo- 
tion, but dr yarn 1% Mir as to 
toy hold of eternal life. - Ge 


IL. Ir is the Ry 15 intereſt of every be- 
liever, ſtedfaſtly to adhere to the faith once de- 
fivered unto the faints; | I have kept the faith. 
By faith here the apoſtle is not to be under- 
ſtood, as of his on i or faith- 
fulneſs; that he had been an honef man and 
ept his word, nor of the grace of faith, as to 


were found' with him and abounded, they'were 
not of his own production or preſervation. "BY 
the grace of God he'was'what he was; Chri 
was the author, maintainer, and was to be the 
' finiſher of his faith. By faith then he certainly 
intends the doctrine and ptofeſſion of faith, 
which, ws int e wel Nall, he had 
cloſely 


» Phil. iii. 13, 14. tan 2 1 Gor ix. 24+ 
| » Tam. vi. 12, ; 


of Geoige Braithwaite, 4 M. -9 


cloſely adhered to. And as it is a matter of 
the greateſt importance to every private chri- 
ſtian, we are all required to keep the faith; 
we ſhould be concerned to know what it is; 
and for — Feds - to the Spirit for his 


illumination, and carefully to examine and 


ſearch the ſcriptures, remembring that it is 


faith not demonſtration we are in purſuit of, 


That if the matter of a truth lies ——— before 
us, and we have ſatisfactory evidence that ic is 
contained in the divine revelation; though the 
mode or manner may be concealed; or ſame 
difficulties preſent themſelves, which we can- 
not readily get over; we are called in the obe- 
dience of uh to receive it, on on the teſtimony 
of God, waiting his time to withdraw the weil; | 
or, more to —— A as ſtren Ka 


nn .K 


And hers: we may admire — * the 
wiſdom and grace of God, that truths of the 
greateſt concern, and in which we are deeply 
intereſted, are wrote as with a ſun beam in the 
ſcriptures of truth. Thus the object of religivus 
worſhip is expreſsly deſcribed as the one only 
living and tive God, and this God is ſaid to 
be Father, Son, and Spirit; cur ci eator, re- 
deemer, and ſanctifier, whoſe. adotable names 


are invocated in the ordinance of baptiſm, and 
the apoſtolic benediction. Again, ſalvation, 
the moſt needful and valuable bleſſing, is aſ- 


ctibed to God, ſaid to be of grace through Jeſus 


the one mediator between God and man. He 


C this 


* r = ff —_ pt 7 
* — - td * 9 
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to be received and entertained with all readineſs. 
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this ſaviour we have * redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveneſs of fins, he I gave his hfe a 
ranſom for us, and is | jet forth as a propitia- 
tion; he is our prophet, prieſt, and king, our 
head, our advocate, our huſband and our 
judge. And as to holrneſs, that neceſſary prepa- 
ration for happineſs, we are told, that || except 
a man be born again he ſhall not fee the kingdom 
of God. And as & many as are the ſons of God, 
are born, not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God; and ¶ that 


it is God that worketh in us both to will and to 


do of his good pleaſure. We „ are his work- 
manſhip, created in Chrift Feſus unto good works : 
and may be ++ confident that where he begins 
the good work, he will perform it until the day 
of Feſus Chriſt, And the affurance is expres, 
Chriſt's $ ſheep ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall 
any pluck them out of his hands. They ſhall 
be upheld by his mighty power ; and. when 
duly fitted for it, ſhall poſſeſs a far more exceed- 


ing and eternal weight of glory. 


Tuxsx and all other truths of the goſpel are 


The authority of the revealer ſhould filence 
every cavil ; God is truth, and cannot deceive 
us. And |||] be that beheveth not bis record, makes 


him a har. 


248 MoxrxgoveR, 
. *® Eph. i. 7. + Matth. xx. 28. 2 Rom: iii. 25. 
John iii. 3. John i. 12, 13. J Phil. ii. 13. 
„ Eph.ii. 3. 1 Phil.i.6, $5 John x. a8. 


John v. 10. 
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/ 
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MoREoveR, as we are carefully to watch, 
that we have the very faith once delivered to the 
ſaints ; ſo we are to keep it, as we have recei- 
ved it, entire, without any mixtures or addi- 
tions of man's invention. We are to hold faſt 


the form of found words, and the profeſſion we 


have made of it without wavering. | 


IN. Wxarzves difficulties may attend the 
chriſtian in his ſpiritual warfare, he will ſooner 
or later ſee reaſon to pronounce it good. I 


have fought a good fight. 


FLESH and Blood are not to be conſulted, 
much leſs the gratification of remaining cor- 
ruption. Theſe are to be oppoſed, denied, and 
crucified, let the pain be as the plucking out of 
the eye, or cutting off the right hand. In the 
ſevereſt inſtances of mortification, wiſdom will 
be juſtified of her children. Whatever the 
world may think, the faint ſhall find Chriſt's 
yoke is eaſy, and his burden hight. When the 
light of God's countenance ſhines on the ſoul, 
in the plain path of appointed duty, the believer 
will bravely march over relations, intereſt, 
friendſhip, and every thing which would op- 
poſe him in the ſervice of the Lord. He counts 
nothing too dear to part with for his ſake, and 
values one ſmile from his Maſter, as an over- 
balance for all the frowns of the world. His 
work brings its wages; Þ w7/dom's ways are 
pleaſantneſi, and all wr paths are peace. = 

2 E 


+ Prov. iii. 17. 


mourning over our manifold 1 


| we have not denied the faith, or wickedly de- 
parted from our God; that we were enabled to 


»Chrift, nor in any 
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H has tried the bewitching pleaſures of 
fin, and found them vain and bitter; meets 
with ſolid ſatisfaction in a life of faith and ho- 


| linefs. In the foreſt exerciſes he has a friend 


to go to, has many exceeding great and preci- 
ous promiſes to live upon ; and the certainty of 
overcoming by the blood of the Lamb, ani- 
mates him to the combat, and encourages to 
perſeverance. Strangers may doubt, and the 
prophane deride, but every good man hath the 
witneſs within himſelf ; he well knows, that 
in * keeping God's commandments there is a great 
reward. And who can deſcribe the joy which 
attends an humble reflection on goſpel-integri- 
ty in the views of death? To be able to fay we 
know that our Redeemer lives; and, whilſt 
perfections, to 
have the teſtimony of a good conſcience, that 


ſet out right, and hold on our way, looking to 
Jeſus; that. we have not been aſham'd of 
remarkable inſtance a ſhame 
to him: this will be matter of joy. and thank- 
fulneſa. The believer well knows the founda-' 
tion of his hope; and, renouneing all depend- 
ance on frame and duty, goes out of the world, 

praiſing God who has made and kept bim faith- 
ful; which N me to 1 | 


IV. Wurx 'the Gant quits the field, 1 G. 
vides the ſpoil; ur * reaches the goal, he 
receives 


Pfalm xix. 11. 


of George Braithwaite; A.M. 13 
receives his crown © 'Henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which God the 


righteous Fudge will give to me; and not to me 


only, but unto all y_ =— who Ine bis appear- 
ing. 


A crown | it's a term: full o n pre- 
pared of old to adorn the head of every con- 
querot; I fay, prepared; "for it's the fruit of 
everlaſting love, laid out in the councils of a 
fovereign, unchanging God purchas d by the. 
righteouſneſs, i. e. the obedience and ſufferings 
of the Great Emanuel, held out in the promiſe, 
often viewed by faith, and at length conferr'd 
by the righteous Judge. | You obſerve the ex- 
preffion, it is given, not deſervd, much leſs 
ſeiz d or uſurp'd: Grace, unmerited Grace, 
provides, reveals, and beſtows it, Say then, 
belicyer, haſt thou any reaſon” to repent thy 
choice, deſert thy Maſter, or faint and Fol 
weary of his ſervice? Remember paſt experi- 
ences, how m__ chou haft raſted that the 
Lord is gracious; lift op thy head, look for- 
ward; thy ſalvation, he immortal crown, is 
at hand; a few ' conflicts more, and victory 
ſhall de proelaith's, and an ＋ abundant entrante 
be adminiſter d to thee into the everlaſting ling 
dom of our Lord and Saviour "I; Chr J. 


Having thus confilcr'd the words as 1p 
cable to ſaints in general, we ſhall now attend 
| to 


® 2 Pet. i. 1 t. 


—— 
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to them in their peculiar reference to miniſters 
of the goſpel. | \ 


Nor that we would be underſtood as at- 
tempting to run a parallel. The apoſtle was a 
man fili'd with grace, and abounding with zeal 
perhaps much beyond any in his own day, or 
ever ſince. The faith, the warfare, and the 
crown, however; are the fame in every age; 
and, admitting a vaſt diſparity between this 
ſhining fire and ſucceeding miniſters, the 
ſubſtance of what he here declares, every faith- 
ful ambaſſador of Chriſt can in his meaſure ſet 
his ſeal to. They are all called to fight a good 
fight, to keep the faith, and may hope for a 
crown of righteouſneſs from the chief Shepherd. 
And in this view of the words we may obſerve, 


1. A TRUST committed, and faithfully diſ- 
charg d: I have kept the faith. 


2. A coNnFLICT purſued, and happily con- 
cluded : I have fought à good fight. 


3. A PEACEFUL reflection on both, in the 
views of death: I am now ready to be offer d, 


4. A PROSPECT, with an elevation of joy, 
of an unfading crown : Henceforth there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, &c. 


La? 


. 


of George Braithwaite, A.M. 15 
1. A TRUST committed, and faithfully diſ- 
charg'd : I have kept the faith. 


By faith here, we are to underſtand that | 
faith which the apoſtle had + preach'd, and | 
which he once would have deftroyd; againſt | 
which his mind, during his ignorance. and un- 
belief, was full of almoſt invincible prejudice, 
even to rage and malice; ſo that there ſeemed | 
to be a kind of neceſſity of a ſupernatural reve- 
lation to engage him to receive it. And of this 
he ſpeaks with the utmoſt gratitude, when 
writing to the ſaints in Galatia, he ſays, But 
T1 certify you, brethren, that the goſpel which was 
preached by me, is not after man. For I net- 
ther. receivd it of man, neither was I taught it, 
but by. the revelation of Feſus Chriſt, And 
when it pleaſed God, who called me by his grace, 
to reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him 
among the heathen, immediately I conferr'd not 
with fleſh and blood, &c. In this moſt extraor- 
dinary manner the apoſtle came acquainted 
with the faith, and receiving a ſpecial commiſ- 
ſion from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he + was put 
into the miniſtry ; and, as he ſays to Timothy, 
the glorious goſpel of the bleſſed God was commit- 
ted to bis truſt, How he diſcharged this truſt, 
is evident from the biſtory of his conduct; 
the main buſineſs of his life was to preach the 
unſearchable riches of Chriſt. This he did with 
| all faithfulneſs, reſolution, and plainneſs in 


3 every 
+ Gal. i. 23. * Gal. i. 11, 12, 15, 16. 1 1 Tim. 4. 11, 12. 


ſeaſons, ſeruing the Lord with all humility, 
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every place, and on every occaſion. So he 
ſays to the ſaints at Corinth, * And I, bretbren, 
when I came to you, came not with excellency of 


ſpeech, or .of wiſdom, declaring unto you. the 


teftimony:of God. For I determin'd not to know 
any thing among you, ſave Feſus Chriſt, and him 
crucified; - And my ſpeech,” and my preachi ung, 
was not with: enticing words. of mans 
but in demonſtration of the Spirit, and of power: 
that your faith ſhould not fiand in the wiſtom. 
of men, but in the power of God. And in 

is ſecond epiſtle he obſerves, + Therefore ſeeing 
we have this, miniſtry, us we have received mer- 
cy we faint not: but. bave.renounced the hidden 


things of diſhoneſty, not walking in craf tine ſſi, 


nor handling the — of God deceitfully;, but by 


manifeſtation of the truth, commending ourſelves 


to every man's conſcience: in ibe fight * God 
We preach not our — but Cbri — $2 the 
Lord. And — he fays, 152 e are not 
as many who corrupt the:word of God; but as of 


Ancerity, but as of God, in the fight of God fpeak 


we in Chriſt. Accordingly 4 his laſt 
farewel of the elders of the church at Epbefes, 
the apoſtle could chearfully a ppeal to them}, 
Ye know from the firſt — 4 rows into Afia, 
after what manner ] have been with you at all 


&cc. 
and bow ] kept back nothing that was profitable 


unto you, but have = ary ans wy n ot 


. ds I, 2, 5. 
| 2- Cor. i. 17 t Acts xx. 18, 19, 20, , 56, 27. 
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you publickly, and from houſe to houſe ; teſtifying 
both to the Fews, and als to the Greeks, repen- 
tance towards God, and faith in our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt. I take you' to record this day, that I 
am pure from the blood of all men; for I have. 
not ſhunned to declare to you the whole counſel of 
God. Thus he - moſt faithfally and zealouſly 
preached the goſpel himſelf, and where-ever he 
diſcovered any oppoſition to, or defection from 
it, he immediately appears in its defence. Are 
the Galatians in danger of being drawn aſide 
from the truth? the apoſtle tells them, that, 
though * he, or an angel from heaven, preach any 
other goſpel, than that which be had preached unto 
them, let him be accurſed; and for their. cau- 
tion repeats it, F any man preach any other gofe 
fel unto you than that you have received, let him 
be accurſed. — Is he afraid of falſe brethren, or 
gives place to them by ſubjection? No, not 
for an hour ; that the truth of the goſpel might. 
continue with the church. And if Peter, whom 
he heartily loved, and highly honoured, is to 
blame, he withſtands him to the face, and re- 
proves him before all the brethren. And we 
may form a judgment of the apoſtle's concern 
to keep the faith, from his advice to others: 
he beſeeches Timothy to + abide at Epheſus, that 
he might charge ſome that they taught no other 
doctrine: charges i bim to war a good warfare, 
holding- faith and a good conſcience ; encourages 
him to be @ || good miniſter of Feſus Chriſt, 

Ih: - 2 4 nouriſhed 


* Gal.i.S,g. +1 Tim. i. 3. 7» Tim. L 18, 19. 
| 1 Tim. i. 4, 6. | 


fleward ** of the myſteries of God, and that it 


cr err 
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nouriſhed up in the words of faith and of good 
doctrine; bids him take * heed to himſelf and to 
his doftrine, and warns him of thoſe who + 
taught otherwiſe, and conſent not to wholſome 
words, even the words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the doftrine which is according to godlineſs. 
And in his ſecond epiſtle he exhorts him, zo 4 
hold faſt the form of found words, which he had 
heard of him in faith and love, which is in Chriſt 
Feſjus; to || watch in all things, to do the work 
of an evangeliſt, and make full proof of his mi- 


niſtry. 


Axp in his advice to Titus, as an eſſential 
in the character of a biſhop or paſtor, he men- 
tions his ¶ holding faſt the faithful word, as he 
hath been taught, that he may be able by ſound. 
doctrine both to exhort, and to convince gainſayers. 
And as to the perſonal behaviour of Titus, he 
directs, that in all \ things he ſhould ſhew himſelf a 
pattern of good works ; in doctrine uncorrupt- 
neſs, gravity, ſincerity, ſound ſpeech that cannot 
be condemned. Thus did he labour with his 
whole might to keep the faith himſelf, and 
that it might be preſerved pure and unmixed in 
all the churches. He well knew he was a 


is required of ſtewards to be faithful, 
2, WE 


* 1 Tim. iv. 16. + Chap. vi. 3, 4. Þ7 2 Tim. i. 13. 
Chap. iv. 5. ils 6. N $ Chap. ii. 7, 8. 
* 1 Cor. iv. 1, 2. 1 
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2. Wx have an account of the conflict he 
endured, and the race he had run; [have fougbt 


a good fight, and finiſhed my courſe, 


MixISsTERS of Chriſt are ſet for the de- 
fence of the goſpel, and whoever may find an 
eaſy paſſage through this world, they are to 
look for difficulties and oppoſition, and that 


1, FRoM the remains of unbelief and caruality 
in their own minds, 


THz beſt are renewed but in part, and are 
never ſecure whilſt in this world from the va- 
nity and treachery of their own hearts. Learned 
miniſters, men of great capacity, improved by 
a bleſſing on a cloſe application to their ſtudies, 
ſometimes find great refiſtance from the re- 
mains of pride, and are not always eaſily 
brought to be as fools for ( chriſt. To ſtudy as 
if there was no afitance, and depend as if we 
had never ſudied, is no eaſy attainment; to 
preach to the capacities of the moſt illiterate, 
and make conſcience of our method and lan- 
guage, that we may take our hearers along 
with us, will to men of a diſt.nguiſhed genius 
call for a degree of ſelf-denial. To ſee the 
pleaſures of the Lord proſper in our hands, and 
a growing intereſt in the affection of the peo- 
ple, to receive their acknowledgments in the 
warm expreſſions of affection without a guilty 
glow of ſelf applauſe; where is the ſervant of 
the Lord who is always equal to it? and where 
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it is the pleaſure of God to deny a blefling to 
our prayers and labouis, and 1frael is not 
gathered. To ſee an auditory dropping off, 
and a church dying on our hands, without 
finful regret, quarrelling with God, or envying 
our brother, 1 perſuade myſelf is hard work to 
2 miniſter who loves the intereſt of Chriſt, and 
would eſteem it his higheſt honour to be uſe- 
ful to the ſouls of men. But were there no 
temptations of this kind, miniſters have a body 
of fin; a law contradicting, or warring againſt 
the law of their minds, as well as others. Paul 
himſclf groan'd under a ſenſe of it, and ear- 
nelily cried out for deliverance. And who of 
the ſervants of Chriſt in the goſpel can plead an 
exemption? Hence a fad reluctance to ſpiritual 
exerciſes, ſtrange embarraſſment in the diſ- 
charge of them ; what covetous, polluted, or 
angry images thruſt themſelves upon us at 
times, in the moſt ſolemn acts of devotion ; 
and from the remaining diſorder of our ſpirits, 
how are we ready to 'give up all, and ceaſe to 
purſue our maſter's work, leaſt when we have 


preached to others, we ourſelves ſhould be caſt- 


* 


æuays, or diſapproved. 


2, Min1sTERs, eſpecially thoſe who are 
moit zealous and faithful, are to expect the aſ- 
faults of ſatan, and the worſt of uſage from his 
inſtruments. The enemy will lay every bait 
to enſnare them, as to principle and practice; 
he will try every method to make them re- 


nounce, corrupt, or conceal the truth; and do 


all 


of George Braithwaite, . M 2 
all he can to cauſe them to diſgrace it, by an 


unguarded converſation. 


Tu ꝝ men of the world will hate, reproach, 
and perlecute them; take all advantages of 
their. miſcarriages, and labour to make them 
odious by lies and defamation. And what is 
more turpriſing, and to a godly Miniſter much 
more diſtreffing, fatan is ſometimes ſuffer'd to 
ſtir up good men againſt him. Job's friends 
little thought they were doing the devil's work, 
in charging the good man with hypocriſy. 
And, it's obſervable, this went very near him; 
he bears the loſs of his eſtate and children 
with unparallel'd heroiſm : * The Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away ; and bleſſed be 
the name of the Lord : but when his miſtaken 
friends load him with the charge of ſecret vil- 
lany, he preſently loſes all patience, and groan- 
ing bitterly under the undeſerved cenſure, is 
almoſt tempted to quarrel with God, that he 
did not immediately appear in his vindication |}. 
And though the apoſtle Paul had the mercy of 
a general eſteem in the churches, we find he 
did not eſcape reproach ; he ſpeaks of himſelf 
as T defpis'd and defam'd, as well as revil d, per- 

3 64710 ſecnted, 

| He 8 cannot help obſerving, where — or 
private chriſtians agree 'in the fundamental principles of the 
goſpel, and are heartily concerned for the honour of the Re- 
deemer in the order and diſcipline of his houſe and purity of 
converſation z It is Pity: pity they ſhould fall our by 
the way, and in dou matters give into a private ſpirit, 
ſo far as to unchurch or unchriſtian one another. 

+ 1 Cor, iy. 10, 12, 13, ey 
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fecuted, made as the filth of the world, and the | 
off-ſeouring of all things. 


Nok let any ambaſſador of Chriſt look for 
better treatment; the ſervant is not above his 
maſter. If theſe things were done to him, and 
he held on his way with application and con- 
ſtancy, let us remember we are not to quit the 
field, though the arrows of the enemy may fly 
thick about us. Nothing but a diſcharge from 
our Captain will warrant the laying down of 
our arms; and let every upright, tried Servant 
of the Lord embrace the promiſe, and attend 
to the exhortation; * Be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give. thee @ crown of life. 
Which leads me 


3. To obſerve, a peaceful reflection on the 
warfare the apoſtle had been engaged in; 7 
have fought a good fight. This was a concluſion 
upon deliberation and judgment ; he well knew 
what he had loſt for Chriſt, what labour and 
trials attended his ſervice and upon the whole, 
he declares it was good, yea very good; pleaſure, 
honour and profit attended every part of his 
work. He loved Chriſt, and delighted to 
| plead for him with ſinners, to recommend him 
to ſaints, and to vindicate him, his truth and 
intereſt, in the face of all oppoſition. He 
found his grace ſufficient for him ; and whilſt 
he was pong | his glories to others, had 

ſoul- 


* Rev. ii. 10. 
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ſoul-raviſhing aſſurances, that“ be Joved him, 
and gave himſelf for him. And with what | joy 
of mind muſt he ſee ſatan falling every day be- 
fore him, numbers of his vaſſals brought to the 
obedience of faith, and believers every-where 
refreſh'd and eſtabliſh'd ; and though we can- 
not expect his extraordinary furniture, aſſiſtance 
and ſucceſs, I preſume every miniſter of Chriſt 
will find reaſon to ſpeak well of his name. 
Have we not ſometimes met with unexpected 
enlargements in our private meditations, and 
public miniſtrations? How has the Lord open'd 
our underſtanding when muſing on his word? 
What incomes of light and love, when we have 
been ſearching into, or bringing out the enrich- 
ing treaſures. of inſtruction and comfort con- 
tained in it? And, under all the diſcourage- 
ments of a baſe heart, tempting enemies, and 
an enſnaring world, how ſweet and enlivening 
the promiſe, + Lo, I am with you aluay, even 
to the end of the world? If God has crown'd 
our labour with any ſucceſs, though but in a 
ſingle inſtance ; it muſt outweigh, when duly 
confider'd, all the fatigues and ſorrows of the 
preſent ſervice : and, as to our ſpiritual enemies, 
the ſervant of the Lord may ſometimes be foil'd, 
he may be carried away by the carnality of his 
own heart, and fall in an hour of temptation ; 
but he who holds his: ſtars. in his right hand 
will pray for, help, and recover them, and, 
making them more humble and watchful for 


the 
Gal. ii. 20. + Match. xxviii. 20. 
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the time to come, bring good out of evil. But 
beſides this, the faithful ſervants of Chriſt in 
the miniſtry have a good in hope, as well as in 
hand. Which leads me, 


Laſtiy, To obſerve the joyful of a 
Crown : Henceforth there is laid up for me @ 
crown of righteouſneſs. The apoſtle ſpeaks) af 
it with an air of tranſport, it is a crown; and 
ſecured for me. The alluſion is evidently: to 
thoſe wreaths, or garlands, which were given 
to conquerors, in the games which were then; 
in uſe; and, together with the bliſs and glory 
which ſhall be conferr'd on ali the redeemed of 
the Lord, I humbly apprehend that faithful 
miniſters will have an bonourable atteſtation: of 
their fidelity and induſtry in the work they are: 
called to, every reproach on their perſons: and 
work will be done away, their enemies for 
Chriſt and the goſpel ſake ſhall hide their heads, 
and their miſtaken friends rejoice in their a 
prov'd integrity. And to this will be added the 
diſtinguiſhing honour of being inſtrumental in 
bringing in the ele, and building up the body 
of Chriſt. They are now * their brethren, 
dearly belov'd, and long d for, and will then be 
their joy and crown. Hence the apoſtle with 
his uſual pathos, writing to the ſaints in Ye 
falonica, ſays, || What is our hope, or joy, or 
crown of rejoicing, or glorying? Are not even 
in the preſence of our FJeſus Chriſt 4 bi 


coming 
* Phil. iv. 1. 1 Theſ. ii. 19, 20. S 


Dre 
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coming? And, as if he could not ſay enough 
of it, adds, For ye are our glory and hope, _ 


IT is moſt certain, the principal triumph of 
the day, will be to ſee Jeſus in his glory, the 
execution of the divine counſels in our compleat 
and everlaſting ſalvation ; that we are cloathed 
with the righteouſneſs of the Son of God, and 
as friends of the bridegroom placed at his right 
hand; but may it not be an improvement of 
the heavenly joy to hear our great Lord fay to 
us, as miniſters, well done good and faithful ſer- 
vants ye have been faithful in a few things, I 
will make ye rulers over many, enter ye into the 


joy of your Lord. This we are ſure of, that 


they * that be wiſe, or as ſome render it, who are 
teachers, ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the fir- 
mament, and they that turn many to righ- 
teouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever and ever. And 
that the + Elders who feed the flock of God, ta- 
king the overſight thereof, not by conſtraint, but 
willingly, not for filthy lucre but of a ready 
mind; who are not as lords over God's heritage, 
but enſamples to the flock : when the chief ſhep-, 
herd ſhall appear they ſhall receive a crown of, 
glory that fadeth not away. 


Tnus we have conſidered the words as ap- 
plicable to every believer, and in their eſpecial 
reference to the ſervants of God in the miniſtry. 


From what has been ſaid we infer: 
| B I, THE 


® Dan. mi. 3. 11 Pet. v. 1, 3. 4 
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1. Tur great importance of a ſteady adhe- 
rence to, and conſtant open profeſſion of the 
faith, once delivered to the faints. Miniſters 
and people are to keep the faith, and when called 
to contend for it, it they are enabled to do it in 
a good ſpirit, they are to fight the good fight 
of faith, and not be aſhamed of the goſpel, or 
afraid of the faces of men. 


IT is one of ſatan's artifices to work men up to 
an indifference about religious principles. Be aſ- 
flured, without a competent knowledge of the 
goſpel there can be no grace in the heart, or fruit- 
fulneſs in the life: and what we have received of 
the Lord we are to keep and hold faſt; this is 
our duty now, and will be our comfort and 
glory hereafter. That © doctrine, (ſays the late 
« excellent Mr. Hill , at the ordination of a 
ce miniſter) which lays the creature low, which 
« exalts free grace, and promotes holineſs, 
* eſteem every line of it precious. The faith 
<« of the goſpel is worth ſtriving for, becauſe it 
is the food of your own and others ſouls ; 
© *tis the foundation on which we build for 
te eternity. The ſprings of our ſpiritual life 
* are gone, our ſtrength for duty, our hope of. 
ce glory, it Chriſt be not God; if juſtification 
© be not of grace; if we are not choſen to ſal- 
* vation as the end, and ſanctification as the 
* means. And as choſen by ſovereign grace, 
« if we are not kept by almighty power. 


| - Deny 
* See his poſthumous Sermons, page 211. 
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“ Deny the importance of theſe, or any other 
« goſpel truth, and it is the fame as if you 
cc qiſbelieve the truth itſelf, That is not worth 
* having, which is not worth owning.” Thus 
that judicious and evangelical Divine. A noble 


tion! 


2. A LIFE of indolence and inactivity will 
aſſuredly end in ſhame. Spiritual knowledge 
and the grace of God always quicken to duty, 
The flothful ſervant may dream of happineſs 


but if he waſtes his time and talents, the Judge 


has already pronounced his doom; * Caft the 
unprofitable ſervant into outer darkneſs, there 


ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. —It is not 


the enjoying the means of grace, and a general 
profeſſion as chriſtians ; nor the pompous titles 


and emoluments which are given to any in the 


character of miniſters, that will excuſe our care» 
leſneſs, and exempt us from puniſhment. We 
are called to work in the ſtrength of the Lord 
in our different capacities, to run the chriſtian 
race, to fight againſt every enemy; and this 
we muſt do with unwearied diligence, till we 
finiſh our courſe; always remembring that the 
acceptance of our perſons and. ſervices is in Je- 


ſus the beloved. 


3. NexT to the ſealings of the Spirit of 
God, no melody like the teſtimony of a good 
E 2 | conſci- 


Matth. xxv. 30. 


expreſſion of his zeal for the goſpel of ſalva- 


ö 
N 
| 
| 
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conſcience. This is a perpetual feaſt, beyond 
the reach of every enemy, This carries the 
faint above every reproach, and is a very com- 
fortable ingredient in his peace in a dying hour, 
It muſt be granted there is no man lives with- 
out fin, and the beſt are always moſt ſenſible 
of their imperfections; but theſe when diſal- 
low'd, mourn'd over, and ſtrove againſt, are 
not inconſiſtent with habitual ſincerity; There's 
a vaſt deal of difference between a conſcience 
charging us with hypocriſy, and the love of /in, 
and an heart bleeding over particular m:{carria- 
ges. Come then, O my ſoul, enquire, care- 
e fully enquire, how is it with thee? Doſt 
* thou chuſe the fear of the Lord, and defire 
* to hate every evil way? Haſt thou ſeen the 
want and worth of the glorious Saviour ? 
* Haſt thou committed thyſelf into his hands? 
Fled for refuge to him? Praying for his Spi- 
rit to quicken, guide and ſanctify thee ? 
* Haſt thou a witneſs within thyſelf, that God 
“in Chriſt is thy chief Good, thy choſen por- 
tion, and heaven long'd for as a place of ho- 
* lineſs?” If fo, bleſs God for the mercy, and 


expect to find the peace of it in the views of 
death. 


cc 


Laſtiy, Wuxx we are called to part with 
godly relations, or uſeful miniſters, let us not 
ſorrow as thoſe who are without hope, but 
conſider the manner and end of their conver/a« 
tion: for them to live was Chriſt, and to die 


15 
# Phil. i. 21. 


T eee 
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is gain. Their warfare and race are over, they 
have reached the goal, reſt from their labours, 
and poſſeſs the crown. God had nothing more 
to do by them in our world, and they are hap- 
py beyond our warmeſt wiſhes in a better. 
This, we have no reaſon to doubt, is the mer- 
cy of your late honoured paſtor, of whom I 
have a few things to ſay to the honour of the 
grace of God, and for our inſtruction, who 


are to be + followers of them, who through faith 
and patience inherit the promiſe, 


Tre late reverend Mr, George Braithwaite 
was born in the year 1681, at ranger in 
Lancaſhire, His parents, and all his relations, 
were zealous for the church as by law eſtabliſh'd; 
and from his infancy they devoted him to the 
miniſtry, hoping- that he might ſucceed an 
uncle of his, who was a celebrated preacher in 
that country. With this view he was ſent to 
grammar learning, firſt in that neighbourhood, 
and afterwards at one of the moſt famous 
ſchools in 7or4/bire, where he tarry'd till it was 
thought proper to ſend him to the univerſity ; 
where attending to the ſeveral lectures and aca- 
demical exerciſes, and proſecuting his ſtudies 
with all diligence, he took up his || degree; 
and ſoon after, to his great uneaſineſs, was 
forced away by ſome circumſtances attending 
his family : a near relation being thought to be 
a dying, he was haſten'd home, and had no 


oppor- 
+ Heb. vi. 12. j Of Maſter of Arts. 
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opportunity of returning. Thus he had the 
advantage of a liberal education ; but what was 
of much greater conſequence to himſelf and 
the church, he was early called by the grace of 
God; and having received light into the ordi- 
nance of believers baptiſm whilſt a youth, be- 
fore he knew that there were any of that pro- 
feſſion in the world, he now ſoon determin'd 
to join himſelf to a * Church of that commu- 
nion; which accordingly he did in the year 
1706; where, after a profeſſion of his faith, 
with an account of his experience, on his being 
baptiz'd, he was receiv'd into full communion, 
and continued to walk honourably with them, 
till God in his providence called him to ano- 
ther part of his vineyard. In the church to 
which he firſt gave up his name, his gift for 
the miniſtry was tried and approv'd; and after 

ſolemn faſting and prayer, he was recommend- 
ed by them to the great work of preaching the 
everlaſting goſpel. 


ABouT this time he had great offers from 
his relations and friends, who were earneſtly 
folicitous that he would ſettle in the church of 
England; but this not being agreeable to his 
judgment, he chearfully facrificed all outward 
advantages to the honour of Chriſt, and the 

ce of his own conſcience. And as he had 
formerly determin'd, that if God ſhould call 

Then under the cate of Mr. David Creſiley 3 now under 


— Reverend Mr. Brine, near Cripplegate, in the city of Len- 
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bim by his grace, and put him into the mi · 
niſtry, he 4. devote 2 firſt fruits of his 
Wks to the ſervice of the poor ignorant peo- 

le among whom he was born: He accord- 
ingly went and preached in Lancaſhire, where 
he ſoon, under a divine bleſſing, gathered a 
church, and for ſome time went on very com- 
fortably. At length a difference ariſing about 
the terms of communion, a ſeparation became 
neceſſary. And here he was enabled to con- 
duct himſelf with that truly chriſtian ſpirit, that 
though he could not tarry with them, he gene- 
— confirm'd to them, and their ſucceſſors 
for ever, the place of ag p, burying- ground, 
and baptiftery, all gut of his own, eſtate: all 
which they comfortably enjoy to this day. Af. 
ter this he was called to Bridlington in "7 ork- 


ſhire, where he continued ſeveral . years with 


reputation and ſucceſs; and, in all probability, 
had ended his days there, had not his zeal a- 


gainſt prevailing *; intemperance render d his ſi- 
tuation uneaſy. This being known, he was in- 
vited by you to take the paſtoral charge. of 
you; which he conſented to, and continued 
with you to the time of * death. 
g 
H rs miniſtry among you was ſound, plain, 
and affectionate, and was held in good eſteem 
by many of the churches among whom he oc- 


caſionally labour d. He had a remarkable gift 
in 
* He publiſh'd a ſmall treatiſe againſt unneceſlary WE: 


public houſes, which gave great offence. 
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m prayer, and commonly carried out with 2 N 
vebemence of language expreſſive of holy impor- 
tunity, which ſome have judg d detrimental to 


his conſtitution. He was enabled to maintain 


a very cloſe walk with God, as is evident from 


the exact account he took of the frame of his 


ſpirit in the cloſet, the family, and the world, 


for two and thirty years together. Here 1 


might tranſcribe at large the breathings and 


complaints, the dependance and conſolations 
of his truly pious mind; but I know he choſe 
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they ſhou'd be conceaVd, and therefore 1 for- 


bear, 


H1s converſation, many of you know, was 


friendly, affable, and courteous; and, I may 


fafely add, the good man watched for — 
, 


opportunity to introduce ſomething ſpiritual, : 


and tending to edification, He often com- 
plained of ta natural warmth of his ſpirit; and 
when it got the better of him, though under 
the moſt irritating provocations, no man more 
ready to grieve over, and acknowledge it, 


H1s circumſtances in life were formerly 
eaſy and plentiful, and then no man. more giyen 
to hoſpitality ; but, as is often the caſe with 
diſſenting miniſters, a large family, and an in- 
come very diſproportionate to its ſupply, gras 
dually reduc'd him. Thus was he called to 

as well as be ent in his Maſter's ſervice, 


In the latter part of his life h et with many : 
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